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From the Director
The past year has been an exciting 
one for the Auburn Public Library.  
We’ve once again set records for 
circulation and program attendance, 
and we’ve continued to improve our 
technology infrastructure and ex-
pand our community outreach. In 
addition, with the City of Auburn 
Parks, Recreation, and Cultural 
Master Plan approved, we’ve been 
able to lay the groundwork for sev-
eral new and exciting initiatives 
that will connect Auburn Public Li-
brary resources, services, and pro-
grams with the needs and priorities 
of our community.  

As is always the case, these ac-
complishments are the result of 
a great team working together, 
including our staff, our board, 
our Friends, our donors, and our 
volunteers. Whether you borrow 
books, attend programs, volunteer 
your time, or contribute fi nancially, 
you’ve helped us write yet another 
chapter in the history of the Auburn 
Public Library.

I hope that you fi nd our annual re-
port for FY 2018 to be informative 
and exciting. I, for one, am proud of 
what we have accomplished, and 
I’m grateful for everyone who sup-
ports our vision of a community 
that is informed, literate, and en-
gaged.  Thank you, for the oppor-
tunity to serve you and for all that 

you do to make our work possible.
able to lay the groundwork for sev-
eral new and exciting initiatives 
that will connect Auburn Public Li-
brary resources, services, and pro-
grams with the needs and priorities 
of our community.  

Public Library.



Annual circulation 
of library materials has 

increased by 8% over last 
year and nearly doubled 

from four years ago.
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Circulation

2017
414,533

by fi scal year

2018
448,776

199,863

222,274

137,493

132,368

Adult A/V

52,143

58,180

Digital

22,709
22,559

Children’s
A/V7,333 8,186

Adult Print

Children’s Print

TOTAL



STORYTIME
PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Early literacy programming in 
public libraries is critical for pro-
viding the community with oppor-
tunities for caregivers to help their 
children develop pre-literacy skills.  
One of the most traditional services 
offered in many public libraries is 
storytime, and the Auburn Public Li-
brary is proud to host ten storytimes 
each week for our community. In 
FY 2018, the APL hosted more than 
500 storytimes for children under 5.  
These programs range in audience 
age and scope, including programs 
specifi cally for babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers. In addition, our Satur-
day STEM Storytime focuses on sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.

Early literacy programs at the 
APL have a few specifi c goals. First, 
storytime aims to make learning 
fun. While fun for its own sake is a 
lofty goal, fun in learning serves the 
purpose of helping people remem-
ber.  When the brain is engaged in 
learning new information, such as 
the letters of the alphabet, phonics, 
or patterns, having fun at the same 

time will create a stronger memory 
in the brain. Storytime at the APL 
combines reading, dancing, singing, 
playing, and other interactive activ-
ities that help make learning a fun, 
engaging experience. Second, the 
library’s programming specialists 
demonstrate best practices in lit-
eracy education for the caregivers 
in attendance. Then caregivers can 
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Program
Attendance & 
Participation

2017 2018

33,479

29,404

2015 20162014

18,299

22,262

15,631



emulate these practices when they 
read to their children at home.  Final-
ly, storytime helps children develop 
positive memories about reading 
and learning, which will then help 
them grow into successful learners 
in the future.  These children will en-
ter kindergarten more prepared to 
learn, setting them up for academic 
success in the years that follow.  

In FY 2018, APL staff surveyed 
patrons to evaluate the outcomes 
of our early literacy programming. 
Ninety-fi ve percent of respondents 
indicated that they learned something 
they can share with their children, 
and 97 percent said that they had be-
come more aware of library resources.
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THIRD GRADE  
READING DRAGONS

OUTREACH SPOTLIGHT

In the spring of 2017, the Auburn 
Public Library partnered with Wrights 
Mill Road Elementary School to do 
a pilot program of the Third Grade 
Reading Dragons.  With the success 
of the pilot program, we expanded 
this program to all third grade class-
rooms in Auburn City Schools. The 
Third Grade Reading Dragons is a 
program developed with three goals 
in mind: to create awareness of the 
public library among third graders 
and their parents and teachers, 
to promote reading for pleasure, 
and to support grade-level reading 
among third graders. All of these 

goals support the library’s larger 
goal of supporting lifelong learning 
in our community. 

Third grade is an important time 
for an emerging reader. In third grade, 
students make the transition from 
learning to read to reading to learn. 
As such, reading can sometimes be-
come a chore, and students can lose 
their love of reading at the very be-
ginning of their reading life.  Through 
the Third Grade Reading Dragons, the 
students build a positive relationship 
with the librarian and the Auburn Pub-
lic Library that will continue through-
out their school careers and lives. 
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Each month during the school 
year, a librarian from the Auburn 
Public Library visits each third grade 
classroom in Auburn City Schools.  
She brings a selection of grade-ap-
propriate (and fun!) books to share 
with the students.  The book talks are 
careful structured so as not to give 
away the ending of a story, which 
encourages students to stop by the 
Auburn Public Library to check out 
the titles.  This program has suc-
cessfully brought new students into 
the library with their parents and cir-
culated more books. 

In FY 2018, librarians visited 
classrooms over 200 times. Each 
third grader also received a copy of 
the book I Survived: The Sinking of 
the Titanic.  At end of the fi rst year, 
students participated in a survey to 
determine outcomes. Eighty-nine 
percent of the respondents said 
they learned something helpful, and 
87% were more aware of library re-
sources and services. 
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Programs &
Outreach Events

2017 2018

1,003

899

2015 20162014

687

428

659



THE SUMMER  
LEARNING CHALLENGE

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

The Summer Learning Challenge, 
which replaced the Summer Read-
ing Program in FY 2017, complet-
ed its second year in FY 2018, and 
almost 1,400 learners of all ages 
took the challenge in the summer 
of 2018.  The Summer Learning 
Challenge encourages everyone 
– children, teens, and even adults 
– to spend their summer mindfully 
learning by aiming to read at least 
20 minutes every day.  The reward 
for reading 20 minutes a day (or 
being read to for pre-readers and 
emerging readers) was a Summer 
Learning T-Shirt!  The only way to get 

a t-shirt was to earn one by reading 
20 hours over the summer. 

Learning and reading during the 
summer is important for everyone, 
but it is especially important for stu-
dents who are not in school during 
the summer months. The “summer 
slide” describes the loss of literacy 
skills and math skills that children 
experience when they are not ac-
tively practicing those skills, which is 
often the case for many children be-
tween school years.  When students 
return to school in the fall, teachers 
must review what students learned 
the previous year to catch them up 

to their new grade level.  Literacy 
skills are cumulative – that is, they 
build every year during school.  Put 
in practical terms, a student who 
never reads during the summer 
months will be behind by two grade 
levels by the time he or she reaches 
sixth grade. 

The Summer Learning Challenge 
is a challenge for everyone, and 
this includes adults!  One of the 
most important factors in a child’s 
literacy is having adult reading role 
models in his or her life.  If a child 
sees parents, teachers, aunts, and 
uncles (and even mayors!) all read-
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ing during the summer, then this 
increases that child’s desire to read. 

The Summer Learning Challenge 
is supplemented with programs 
to bring families and learners into 
the library.  In FY 2018, the pro-
gramming slate included Summer 
Serendipity (featuring a variety of 
performers, such as the Southeast-
ern Raptor Center), Puppetry Camp 
(a weeklong camp for learning pup-
petry skills), and Hometown Heroes 

(a program featuring all of the he-
roes that make Auburn a great place 
to live, play, and learn, such as our 
fi refi ghters, environmental services 
operators, and even Aubie). 

The Summer Learning Challenge 
is made possible through the sup-
port of the Friends of the Auburn 
Public Library, the City of Auburn, 
and the staff of the Auburn Public 
Library.
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State of Alabama
$28,620

Library Services and 
Technology Act 

$15,000

Friends of the Auburn 
Public Library

$18,175

FY 2018 Funding
$2,016,665

FY 2018 Expenditures
$1,995,555

Collections 
$155,201

Operations
$418,139
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Personnel
$1,422,215

City of Auburn
$1,954,870



Book Sale in April of 2018, the 
Friends raised more than $6,100.00, 
all of which goes to support library 
collections, programs, and services.  
In addition, the Friends distributed 
books to 192 children at no cost, 

The Auburn Public Library bene-
fi ts from the support of the Friends 
of the Auburn Public Library, a 
501(c)3 non-profi t organization, led 
completely by volunteers, that works 
to expand the positive impact of the 
library on the community.  One of 
the most visible ways in which the 
Friends support the library is through 
semiannual book sales, usually held 
in the spring and fall.  While these 
events raise funds in support of the 
library, they also bring the commu-
nity together, and they help promote 
reading and literacy for all ages.

In the spring of 2018, the Friends 
rebranded the event as the BIG 
Book Sale and implemented sev-
eral improvements.  For example, 
the BIG Book Sale would take place 
over three days, rather than just one 
morning, and the event would be 
held at the Auburn Public Library, 
rather than offsite.  During the BIG 

helping to support the library’s vision 
of an engaged, literate, and informed 
community.  All in all, the BIG Book 
Sale 2018 was the most successful 
sale in the history of the Friends.

Almost all of the books sold over 
the course of the BIG Book Sale were 
donated by local residents, many of 
whom wish to see the books they 
no longer need have a second life 
through the Friends.  The BIG Book 
Sale is a wonderful opportunity 
that allows people to donate these 
books, support the Friends, and ben-
efi t both the Auburn Public Library 
and the community we serve.
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THE BIG BOOK SALE
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AHEAD
LOOKING

We will convert the greenspace at 
the northwest corner of the library 
parking lot into an outdoor learning 
center.  This new space will allow 
us to provide an additional venue 
for library programs, will serve as a 
passive park when it’s not otherwise 
in use, and will incorporate green in-
frastructure and sustainable design 
elements.

FY 2018 was a great year for the Auburn Public Library, 
and we hope to build on this success in the years ahead.

During FY 2019, we hope to accomplish the following:

We will begin work on our strategic 
plan for FY 2021 through FY 2024, 
which will help us align our future 
programs, collections, resources, 
and services with the needs and 
priorities of our diverse, dynamic, 
and growing community.

We will continue to expand and en-
hance our community engagement 
and outreach activities, including 
the Third Grade Reading Dragons 
and our suite of early literary pro-
grams for babies, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers, all of which help engage 
children in developing literacy skills 
that will prepare them for a lifetime 
of success.
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I am excited about working with 
the Auburn Public Library staff, the 
Auburn Public Library Board, the 
Friends of the Auburn Public Library, 
and the City of Auburn on moving 
forward with these and many other 
initiatives in FY 2019 and beyond. 
Whether you support the Auburn 

Public Library as a patron, a vol-
unteer, a donor, or a civic leader, I 
appreciate all that you do. Working 
together, our public library can ac-
complish truly awesome things on 
behalf of our community.
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